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THE TURF TIMES 

Welcome to our newsletter.
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Our goal is to provide accurate, researched information 
to develop and maintain your ideal lawn or athletic field. 


Each issue contains an article written by Blue Grass 
staff, as well as information from university researchers 
and tips from area experts. This issue contains advice 
for combating rust and Creeping Charlie from Bruce 
Spangenberg of the University of Illinois Extension and 
Mike Loan, owner of Blue Grass Enterprises.


Feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions at 
any time. 319-842-2165 or sarah@bgsod.com


Know someone who should subscribe? Have them do 
so here: http://www.bgsod.com/contact/ 

In This Issue 
• Rust & The 

Battle of the 
Broadleaf


Next Issue 
• Winterizing
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“Rust is a symptom. 
Getting rid of rust 
starts by simply 
making water, food 
and air more readily 
available for your 
lawn.” 

 - MIKE LOAN, OWNER,         
BLUE GRASS ENTERPRISES

Why Are My Shoes Orange??

Your Lawn Routine is a bit Rusty… 
Rust is a not-so-serious fungus that commonly 
shows up about this time of year, especially when 
conditions are dry and mild - just like this fall. 


Rust is a symptom of a malnourished yard; it is 
easily identified by orange paws on the pets, a fine 
orange tint to your mower wheels or a light dusting 
of orange on your other-colored shoes. 


Bruce Spangenberg of the University of Illinois 
writes that rust can be combated by 
maintaining your lawn “…through sound 
watering, mowing and fertilizing. Water early in 
the day so the grass dries. Manage problem 
thatch {through aeration}. Increase vigor with 
an early fall nitrogen application, but don’t 
overdo it. Check soil phosphorus and 
potassium levels through soil testing. Also 
assure good airflow over the site and light 
penetration by pruning trees and shrubs in the 
area near the lawn.” (http://
extension.illinois.edu/turf/rustlawn.cfm)  

When Should I Use a Fungicide? 
Chemical control is rarely needed. However, 
if you have made significant changes to your 
yard program and are still plagued by rust, 
there are fungicides you can apply that will 
treat the disease. Call our office at 
319-842-2165 for information about 
treatment options. 

Blue Grass Staff  
Pro Tips: 

Step 4 should be 
applied while the grass 

is still dewey in the 
morning. Make sure 

there is NO rain in the 
forecast for at least 24 
hours after application. 

Applying Step 4 after 
the first frost will have 

great results!

The Battle of the Broadleaf 
Now is the perfect time to “weed and 
feed” your yard with our “Step 4” 
product. Step 4 is a slow release 
fertilizer plus a weed-be-gone 
component that will kill most unwanted 
broadleaf perennials (such as clover) 
and grassy annuals (such as crabgrass) 
with a single application. 


Some perennials, such as Creeping 
Charlie, are notorious for being difficult 
to eradicate. We have found that 
yards with lots of Creeping Charlie 
benefit from two applications of Step 
4 applied 14 days apart.  

http://extension.illinois.edu/turf/rustlawn.cfm
http://extension.illinois.edu/turf/rustlawn.cfm
http://www.bgsod.com

