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THE TURF TIMES 

Welcome to our newsletter.
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Our goal is to provide accurate, researched information 
to develop and maintain your ideal lawn or athletic field. 


Each issue contains an article written by Blue Grass 
staff, as well as information from university researchers 
and tips from area experts. This issue contains 
information on how Blue Grass stays busy in the 
winter, prepares for spring and what we do to further 
our own learning to continue to provide the best sod 
in Iowa.


Feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions at 
any time. 319-842-2165 or sarah@bgsod.com


Know someone who should subscribe? Have them do 
so here: http://www.bgsod.com/contact/ 

In This Issue 
• What do you DO 

in the winter!?


Next Issue 
• Gearing up for 

spring
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“When applying 
fertilizers, too 
many people 
subscribe to the 
“Moron” approach. 
They just put “more 
on”. You can get 
better results from 
less fertilizer by 
focusing on soil 
science. 

 - Gary Zimmer, 
Advancing Biological 

Farming

What do you DO in the winter?


Happy New Year from Blue Grass!  
The question we are asked most often this 
time of year is “What do you DO in the 
winter?” The answer, you may have guessed, 
is surprisingly simple: we prepare.


By “prepare” I mean: all equipment gets 
stripped down, cleaned, protected and 
repainted. Software systems get updated. 
Machinery gets “tinkered with” with minor (or 
major) tweaks from those “wouldn’t it be nice if 
this machine did _______” ideas. Bookkeeping 
and financial records get double-checked and 
finalized; taxes and end-of-the-year reports are 
generated, analyzed and submitted. Past 
seed, fertilizer, fuel and machinery purchases 
are all scrutinized, looking forward ways to 
improve for 2016. Soil and tissue samples from 
the fields are poured over as decisions are 
made about how to promote natural biological 
processes in our fields to improve both soil 
quality and production times. New orders are 
placed. Insurance is reviewed and renewed. 
Apparel is ordered. The office and shops get 
deep cleaned. Inventory of any parts and tools 
we will need in the coming year takes up days, 
if not weeks… 


… And about the time all of these are done it’s 
time to start cutting sod again.


Continuing Education 
This year our focus at Blue Grass has been on 
revitalizing our farming fertilizer program based 
on soil and tissue results. In short: We are 
hitting the chemistry books hard! 


After analyzing test plots in our fields, reading 
100s of pages of research notes, meeting with 
several experts and pulling notes from our 
years of experience, we have developed new 
strategies which may result in some changes 
for our homeowner program as well - stay 
tuned for more details!

Blue Grass Staff    
Pro Tips: 

Make sure you put down 
gypsum (Calcium and 
Sulfur) along with your 
first fertilizer application 
in 2016. Gypsum helps 
your soil recover from dog 
spots and street salt.

We have also been researching ways 
to improve the natural biological 
systems in our soil systems with better 
cover crops. We have also been 
finding ways to “recycle” natural 
nutrients and minerals in the soil with 
increased microbial activity. We have 
found that when we feed the ‘good 
bugs’ in the soil they thank us by 
generating more organic material 
faster which helps us use less fertilizer 
and increases the soils ability for the 
ground to hold moisture. It’s science!
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