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THE TURF TIMES 

Welcome to our newsletter.
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Our goal is to provide accurate, researched information 
to develop and maintain your ideal lawn. 


Each issue contains an article written by Blue Grass 
staff, as well as information from university researchers 
and tips from area experts. This issue contains 
information on fall weed control and winterizing 
options, as well as the difference between gypsum 
and lime and some examples of lawn dos and don’ts 
from some local lawns.


Feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions at 
any time. 319-842-2165 or sarah@bgsod.com


Know someone who should subscribe? Have them do 
so here: http://www.bgsod.com/new-index/
#newsletters-1 

In This Issue 
• Weed Control

• Private Tours

• Liming vs Gypsum

• Lawn Dos and Don’ts


Thank You, Peck’s! 
Please join us in thanking 
Ken and Shirley Peckosh 
on their retirement! We 
will miss doing business 
with such fun and 
positive people!
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A Three Hour Toooour 
In the last few months we have hosted groups from 
Australia, a local garden club, two FFA groups, 
Kirkwood Turf Management students, and developers 
from the Shive Hattery Architectural Firm to view the 
fields, see the harvesting process and to discuss best 
practices for projects prior to, during, and post sodding 
or seeding. (I’m sure you will be relieved to know these 
tours lasted about an hour each, despite the catchy 
theme-songed titled.)  

Do you know a group or a business who might be interested in a 
private tour of Blue Grass? Have them contact me at 
sarah@bgsod.com or 319-842-2165 to set up their tour!

Fall Winterizing and Weed Control 
Public Service Announcement:  Fall is the best time of year to feed your lawn. 

Option 1: Weed and Feed 
If you have a weed problem in your lawn, stop in for Step 4 (11,000 square feet/bag) any time 
this month. Step 4 is the “weird” step of our four 
step program in that it goes on when the grass is 
dewey or frosty in the morning and then you do 
NOT want rain for at least 24 hours. One 
application will be enough to kill most broadleaf 
and grassy annual weeds. For more difficult weeds 
like Creeping Charlie (pictured right), you will need 
to treat the affected area twice (10 days apart from 
each other). Please note, it is NOT possible to kill 
Creeping Charlie by pulling it. This weed is very 
invasive and spreads by rhizomes underground. 
Any small part of a rhizome left underground can germinate into a new plant. 

Option 2: Thickening, Strengthening and “Winterizing” (without Weed Control) 
Does your lawn look like this picture on the left? Feed it. Iowa 
is literally the grasslands of the nation; if grasses are 
underperforming in an Iowa lawn, there is a correctable 
reason such as compaction, insufficient light, imbalanced soil 
pH (see section on Liming vs Gypsum on page 2), or poor 
nutritional content. A soil sample this fall would be very 
smart so we can help you determine a “game plan” for 2018. 
Visit www.bgsod.com for instructions on how to collect the 
sample.  Stop in for 13-13-13 and gypsum for a complete 
feeding for your lawn! 
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Review Us, Please! 
We work hard to help our customers. 
Now we need your help to improve 
our online presence! The more 
reviews we have, the higher we 
appear in search results online. We 
are on Facebook, Yelp and Houzz for 
your reviewing pleasure! 

Drop Spreader Dangers 
Last week, I was driving through Marion and 
spotted a good example of why drop spreaders 
are REALLY tricky. As you can see, if you have 
any space in between your rows (or any overlap) 
it will be painfully obvious in an underfed lawn. 
While we are not exactly fashionistas here at 
Blue Grass, we would suggest that when you 
purchase a new spreader it would be worth it to 
invest in a high quality rotary spreader to avoid 
“pin-striping” your lawn.

Liming vs Gypsum 

Many people are familiar with “the big three” nutrients that are essential for plant growth: nitrogen, phosphorus, 
and potash. In addition to the big three, there are many secondary nutrients to consider when working to promote 
optimal plant health. 

One of the most important secondary nutrients is calcium. Like in the human body, calcium is used in the structural 
makeup of a plant and makes up cell walls and membranes. Calcium in soils helps to break up heavy, clay based 
soils to improve water drainage and oxygen exchange with the surface. In short, calcium is a good thing. 

Lime & gypsum can be applied any time during the year to increase calcium availability for your lawn. 

Key Differences Between Lime & Gypsum 

Limestone is mined in Iowa; it is a source of calcium and 
magnesium for plants. Lime, by its very nature, is 
extremely alkaline and therefore will affect soil pH. Ideal 
soil pH is between 6.8 - 7.2, which is essentially neutral. At 
neutral, microbial activity is at its peak, as is nutrient 
availability in the soil. This is why it is extremely important 
to only apply lime to acidic soils. You can determine your soil’s pH with a soil test. Ask Blue Grass for details on soil 
testing and result analysis. 

Gypsum is also a great source of calcium and sulfur for plants. In additional to breaking up clay in soils, gypsum will 
repair dog spots and winter salt damage. Gypsum has the additional benefit of being pH neutral - this means that if 
you do not know the pH of your soil, it is best to apply gypsum for calcium rather than lime.

Mythbusters: BGE Edition 
Contact us with topics you would 
like us to explore next season with 
our 2018 Mythbusters program!

Lawn Quilts 
Here’s a Cedar Rapids example of someone who 
bought cheap seed without knowing the species 
of grasses they were working with. Notice the 
super thin blades and different color and height 
of the grass along the driveway compared to the 
rest of the lawn? Those two species will never 
“blend” into each other. It would be like 
planting apple trees next to oak trees and expecting them to look and act like 
each other over time. Long story short, know what kind of grass is in your 
lawn and make a point to match it as closely as possible if you plan to seed 
any area in your lawn.
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