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THE TURF TIMES 

Welcome to our newsletter.
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Our goal is to provide accurate, researched information 
to develop and maintain your ideal lawn. 


Each issue contains an article written by Blue Grass 
staff, as well as information from university researchers 
and tips from area experts. This issue contains 
information on mowing tips and recommendations 
for Kentucky Bluegrass yards.


Feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions at 
any time. 319-842-2165 or sarah@bgsod.com


Know someone who should subscribe? Have them do 
so here: http://www.bgsod.com/new-index/
#newsletters-1 

In This Issue 
• Mower 

maintenance

• Optimal heights

• Step 3 is coming


Next Issue 
• Summer Woes

• Grub Control

• Best Watering 
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“If your lawn turns a 
yellow color after 
mowing you are 

either 1) cutting off 
too much of the leaf 

at one time or 2) 
mowing with a dull 

blade.” 
Mike Loan 

President, BGE  

Best Mowing Practices


Sharpen Up Your Mowing Skills 
Mowing season is officially upon us. Let’s 
brush up on the basics:

1. Have your mower serviced. 

2. Sharpen your blades: sharp blades cut, 

rather than tear or shred, the tips of the 
grass. Sharp blades mean your mower 
doesn’t have to work as hard which means 
it is more efficient, uses less fuel, and that 
is helps stop the blades from losing 
excessive moisture. If your lawn turns an 
unattractive yellow color after mowing this 
is an indicator of a dull mower blade. 


3. DO NOT BAG YOUR CLIPPINGS. 
Clippings are a valuable resource for 
moisture control and nutrients for your 
lawn.


4. Blow excess clippings off of the street and 
back into your yard. Not only does this 
make you a mindful citizen by protecting 
our sewer systems, but it helps keep that 
valuable layer of thatch in your yard to 
keep moisture levels where they should be 
during dry weeks.


5. Cool season grasses like bluegrass and 
tall fescue should be mowed to a height of 
2”-2.5” inches under normal conditions. 
Raise your mower to 3” during dry spells 
or the hottest months of the year.


6. Mow during the evening to avoid stressing 
the lawn during the heat of the day. 


7. Vary the direction you mow to improve the 
grain of your lawn and to reduce soil 
compaction.


8. Never remove more than 1/3 of the green 
leaf. If your lawn is long (e.g. you just 
returned from vacation), raise your mower 
to accommodate the length and slowly 
work your lawn back down to the 
appropriate height. 


These tips should help keep your lawn thick 
and lush throughout the mowing season!

Isn’t Thatch Bad?? 
Having some thatch (dead 
grass/clippings from previous 
mowings) in your yard is 
healthy. Thatch helps your lawn 
retain moisture during dry 
weeks and promotes healthy 
microbial activity in the soil that 
breaks down thatch for food. If 
you have too much thatch and 
it is impeding healthy lawn 
growth, schedule an aeration 
and feed your lawn. Thatch 
build-up is a symptom of 
compaction. Dethatching 
should be a last resort. 

Review Us, Please! 
We work hard to help our 
customers. Now we need your 
help to improve our online 
presence! The more reviews we 
have, the higher we appear in 
search results online. We are on 
Facebook, Yelp and Houzz for 
your reviewing pleasure! 

Step 3 Is Coming… 
Step 3 of our 4 Step Program is 
here! 21-0-4 with Merit is a slow 
release fertilizer with a grub 
preventer. Make sure to put it 
down in either June or July. The 
fertilizer will feed your lawn for 
two months while the Merit will 
prevent grub development.

Cut grass vs. shredded grass from a dull mower 
blade.
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