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THE TURF TIMES 

Welcome to our newsletter.
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Our goal is to provide accurate, researched information 
to develop and maintain your ideal lawn. 


Each issue contains an article written by Blue Grass 
staff, as well as information from university researchers 
and tips from area experts. This issue contains 
information on fall weed control and on calcium 
applications for your lawn.


Feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions at 
any time. 319-842-2165 or sarah@bgsod.com


Know someone who should subscribe? Have them do 
so here: http://www.bgsod.com/new-index/
#newsletters-1 

In This Issue 
• The Importance of 

Calcium - Lime vs 
Gypsum


• Fall Weed Control

• Rust!


Next Issue 
• Winter Update

• Preparing for 

Spring!
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“Lime is a great 
resource. However, 

never apply lime 
without knowing the 

pH of your soil.” 
- Mike Loan  

The Importance of Calcium


Liming or Gypsum 
Many people are familiar with “the big three” 
nutrients that are essential for plant growth: 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and potash. In addition 
to the big three, there are many secondary 
nutrients to consider when working to promote 
optimal plant health.


One of the most important secondary nutrients 
is calcium. Like in the human body, calcium is 
used in the structural makeup of a plant and 
makes up cell walls and membranes. Calcium 
in soils helps to break up heavy, clay based 
soils to improve water drainage and oxygen 
exchange with the surface. In short, calcium is 
a good thing.


Lime & gypsum can be applied any time during 
the year to increase calcium availability for 
your lawn.


Key Differences Between Lime & Gypsum 

Limestone is mined in Iowa; it is a source of 
calcium and magnesium for plants. Lime, by 
its very nature, is extremely alkaline and 
therefore will affect soil pH. Ideal soil pH is 
between 6.5 - 7.5, which is essentially neutral. 
At neutral, microbial activity is at its peak, as is 
nutrient availability in the soil. This is why it is 
extremely important to only apply lime to acidic 
soils. You can determine your soil’s pH with a 
soil test. Ask Blue Grass for details on soil 
testing and results analysis.


Gypsum is also a great source of calcium and 
sulfur for plants. In additional to breaking up 
clay in soils, gypsum will repair dog spots and 
winter salt damage. Gypsum has the additional 
benefit of being pH neutral - this means that 
if you do not know the pH of your soil, it is 
best to apply gypsum for calcium rather 
than lime.

Fall Weed & Feed 
Public Service Announcement: 

Fall is the best time of year to 
control broadleaf weeds in Iowa! 

Stop out for Step 4 (one bag 
covers 11,000 square feet) any 
time this month. Step 4 is the 
“weird” step of our four step 
program in that it goes on when the 
grass is dewey or frosty in the 
morning and then you do NOT want 
rain for at least 24 hours. 


One application will be enough to 
kill most broadleaf and grassy 
annual weeds. For more difficult 
weeds like Creeping Charlie, you 
will need to treat the affected area 
twice (10 days apart from each 
other).  

Review Us, Please! 
We work hard to help our 
customers. Now we need your 
help to improve our online 
presence! The more reviews we 
have, the higher we appear in 
search results online. We are on 
Facebook, Yelp and Houzz for 
your reviewing pleasure! 

Rust! 
Are your shoes orange after 
walking through your yard? 
You’ve got rust! Young lawns 
are especially susceptible and 
conditions are perfect for this 
fungus. To treat it: Feed your 
lawn a starter fertilizer 
(13-13-13).

Iowa lawns love being between 6.0 - 7.5
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