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THE TURF TIMES 

Welcome to our newsletter.
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Our goal is to provide accurate, researched information 
to develop and maintain your ideal lawn. 


Each issue contains an article written by Blue Grass 
staff, as well as information from university researchers 
and tips from area experts. This issue contains 
information on repairing dog urine damage, spring 
seeding and crabgrass control.


Feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions at 
any time. 319-842-2165 or sarah@bgsod.com


Know someone who should subscribe? Have them do 
so here: http://www.bgsod.com/new-index/
#newsletters-1 

In This Issue 
• Repairing Dog 

Damage

• Spring seeding

• Crabgrass Control


Next Issue 
• BGE Mythbusters: 

Epsom Salts

• Spring Weed 

Control
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Spring Green-Up & Dog Damage


Happy Spring! 
It’s time to wake up your yard with a dose of 13-13-13 (and gypsum too!)! 

Spring Green-Up & Dog Damage 
It’s time for the first step of our 4-Step program: 13-13-13. Starter fertilizers like 13-13-13 
contain just enough phosphorus, a nutrient critical  to jumpstart your root system 
development for the year, which will promote spring green-up and help your lawn through 
summer drought conditions. Once the soil temperatures warm up again the phosphorus 
that is in the soil will become available for plant use again, helping you through the warmer 
months if you have good nutrient availability in your soils.


You can put down gypsum (calcium & sulfur) with your 13-13-13. Gypsum repairs salt and 
dog damage by tying up excess salts in the soil from both 
urine and ice-melt. Gypsum also aids in breaking up 
compacted soils, which increases water and nutrient 

To Overseed, or Not to Overseed?

That’s a tough question… 
Check out the photo on the right. This hole is roughly the 
size of a basketball. How should you fix this? It may come 
as a surprise, but overseeding may not be the best 
answer. Typically, the best solution for spots like this is to feed your existing lawn with a 
high quality fertilizer like 13-13-13. Lawns are resilient and most varieties of grass will be 
quick to fill in the exposed area if they have the nutrients to make it happen.


Overseeding is an option, but there are many variables to consider. For one, it is difficult to 
find matching grass seed if you have an older lawn, or do not know what varieties of grass 
you have. There are also varying levels of ground preparation, which means you may need 
to rent specialized machinery. Dr. Richard Jauron of Iowa State University’s Horticulture 
Department recommends using a core aerator, vertical mower or slit seeder in poorly 
performing areas in conjunction with applying seed that matches the existing lawn. 
However, he is careful to say “identify and correct the problems that are causing the decline 
of the yard BEFORE investing money into overseeding. Usually decline is a result of poor 
nutrition, insufficient sunlight, or soil compaction issues. Overseeding is a temporary 
solution to a long term problem.” 

If you are planning to overseed this year, remember to wait until the optimum soil 
temperatures have been reached (between 45-52 degrees, depending on the variety of 
seed). For best results, wait until late August to mid-September, the best time to seed in 
Iowa. It is important to remember that if you plan to put down seed this spring, you 
cannot apply a crabgrass preemergent, as it will kill the seeds.

Blue Grass Staff        
Pro Tips: 

Get your mower engines serviced, 
oil changed and your blades 

sharpened this month! Regular 
mowing season is coming.

http://www.bgsod.com
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Step 2: Crabgrass Control 
Crabgrass season is coming! We 
recommend putting down Step 2 of our 
four-step program anytime between now 
and the end of May. Dimension, the active 
ingredient responsible for inhibiting 
crabgrass germination, is good for 120 
days after application. 

Step 1: 13-13-13 
Real World Example 

The photo on the right was submitted by a 
happy customer over the weekend. The lawn 

inside the fence is the customer’s; he has done 
one application of 13-13-13 and gypsum this 
year. The lawns to the right and immediately 

behind the customer’s lawn have been treated 
by a lawn company. The greener lawns in the 
background use Blue Grass products as well.  

We love results we can see!

Mythbusters: BGE Edition 
“I saw online that I can put _____ on my lawn" 
We love that our customers are inquisitive. Thank you for taking 
the time to ask us so many thoughtful questions over the years! 
Recently, we have noticed an influx of questions regarding DIY 
solutions for various yard projects online. To be honest, some of 
the ideas sound like they may have some scientific basis, some 
others  sound a bit like “snack oil”, but HEY, how will we know 
without running some EXPERIMENTS! Stay tuned in our next 
issues as we try to perk up our lawn with epsom salts, try to kill 
weeds with a vinegar concoction and use corn meal to try to stop 
crabgrass. 

Review Us, Please! 
We work hard to help our customers. Now 
we need your help to improve our online 
presence! The more reviews we have, the 
higher we appear in search results online. 
We are on Facebook, Yelp and Houzz for 
your reviewing pleasure! 
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