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THE TURF TIMES 

Welcome to our newsletter!
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Our goal is to provide accurate, researched information 
to develop and maintain your ideal lawn. 


Each issue contains an article written by Blue Grass 
staff, as well as information from university researchers 
and tips from area experts. This issue contains tips 
for spring green-up and winter stress recovery, 
what you need if you are interested in a custom 
feeding program and recommended soil temps for 
various lawn projects.


Feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions at 
any time. 319-842-2165 or sarah@bgsod.com


Know someone who should subscribe? Have them do 
so here: http://www.bgsod.com/new-index/
#newsletters-1 

In This Issue 
• Spring Green-Up & 

Winter Recovery

• Custom Feeding 

Programs

• Soil Temps


Next Issue 
• Weed Prevention

• Soil Microbiology: 101

• BGE Mythbusters - 

DIY Fertilizers
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Custom Feeding Programs Available 
As you already know, our 4 Step Program is designed for Iowa soils, climate and species of grasses. 
But did you also know that you can hone in even more on your own soil’s needs with just two things: 
the exact square footage of your lawn and a soil sample.  


How do I determine the square footage of my lawn?  
Grab a tape measure and measure the length and width of an area and then multiply those numbers 
together. Often, it is easiest to do this in “square chunks”. For example, measure the largest squares 
you can find and then break smaller, strange 
shaped areas into small squares. Add 
everything together at the end and you have 
your answer!


How do I take a soil sample?  
Grab a trowel and a plastic bucket and take a 
walk around your yard. Periodically, dig up a 
3” deep sample of the soil and add it to the 
mixture. When you have enough soil to fill a 
quart-sized bag, bring it to us! For $40.00 we 
will ship it to the lab where we send all of our 
field samples, interpret the results, and build a 
custom program for your lawn.

Spring Green-Up & Winter Recovery 

Happy Spring! 
It’s time to wake up your yard with a dose of 13-13-13 (and gypsum too!)! 

Spring Green-Up & Dog Damage 
It’s time for the first step of our 4-Step program: 13-13-13. There are many reasons why our 13-13-13 is 
an exceptional plant food, perhaps the most important reason is that it is homogenized. This means that 
each tiny granule contains all of the nutrients in the mix 
(including the micronutrients). Additionally, our blend contains 
a small amount of phosphorus, a nutrient critical to root 
system development for the year. Some phosphorus does 
exist in soils naturally, however, it is one of the few nutrients 
that plants are not able to absorb when soil temperatures are 
too cold, which is why your lawn might seem to be lagging 
behind in growth and early green-up. Once the soil 
temperatures warm up again the phosphorus that is in the 
soil will become available for plant use again, helping you 
through the warmer months if you have good nutrient 
availability.


Additionally, we recommend you consider putting down gypsum (calcium & 
sulfur) with your Step 1 application. Gypsum repairs salt and dog damage 
by tying up excess salts in the soil from both urine and products like ice-
melt. Gypsum also aids in breaking up compacted soils, which increases 
water and nutrient absorption in the soil. Increasing water absorption 
decreases spring run off, increases oxygen content for healthy soils, and 
will help preserve vital top soil that could be washed away in spring 
deluges. Gypsum is a win-win-win.


Do you know a group 
or a business who 

might be interested 
in a private tour of 
Blue Grass? Have 

them contact me at 
sarah@bgsod.com or 
319-842-2165 to set 

up their tour!
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Review Us, Please! 
We work hard to help our customers. 
Now we need your help to improve 
our online presence! The more 
reviews we have, the higher we 
appear in search results online. We 
are on Facebook, Yelp and Houzz for 
your reviewing pleasure! 

Drop Spreader Dangers 
Last fall, I was driving through Marion and 
spotted a good example of why drop spreaders 
are REALLY tricky. As you can see, if you have 
any space in between your rows (or any overlap) 
it will be painfully obvious in an underfed lawn. 
While we are not exactly fashionistas here at 
Blue Grass, we would suggest that when you 
purchase a new spreader it would be worth it to 
invest in a high quality rotary spreader to avoid 
“pin-striping” your lawn.

Spring Soil Temps to Watch for…

Lots of things can happen to help your lawn this time 
of year; however, it is important to not do things too 
soon. For example, putting down a fertilizer on frozen 
ground would be similar to simply putting fertilizer on 
concrete. Imagine how much of that product is going 
to run off in the first big rain and wind up exactly 
where it shouldn’t be. That is why it’s important to 
keep an eye on this website: http://
extension.agron.iastate.edu/NPKnowledge/
soiltemphistory.html for help. 


As you can see from the image on the right, the soil 
temperature in Linn Co. yesterday (at a depth of 4”) 
was 33 degrees. This is great news because it means 
spring is definitely coming! Next week the forecast is 
calling for a warm up which should get us closer to 
the mid to high 30s. We generally tell people to apply 
Step 1 any time the soil temps (at a 4” depth) are 
higher than 40 degrees.


Here are some other helpful spring temperatures to keep in mind: 


• 52 degrees is a good goal for any seeding projects you might have on the horizon. 

• Additionally, Step 2 (the weed preventer) should go down when soil temps reach 55 degrees. (But remember, 

you cannot seed and put down Step 2 in the same area!)

Mythbusters: BGE Edition 
Contact us with topics you would 
like us to explore next season with 
our 2018 Mythbusters program!

Lawn Quilts 
Here’s a Cedar Rapids example of someone 
who bought cheap seed without knowing the 
species of grasses they were working with. 
Notice the super thin blades and different color 
and height of the grass along the driveway 
compared to the rest of the lawn? Those two 
species will never “blend” into each other. It 
would be like planting apple trees next to oak 
trees and expecting them to look and act like each other over time. Long 
story short, know what kind of grass is in your lawn and make a point to 
match it as closely as possible if you plan to seed any area in your lawn.
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