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It’s Our 50th Anniversary!
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This issue is dedicated to a brief history of Blue Grass 
Enterprises, in honor of our 50th Anniversary! It will also 
include fun facts and nostalgic photos. 
  
We are collecting feedback and stories about why you 
love Blue Grass to be presented to Mike and Marilyn 
Loan at an event this year. If you have a comment or a 
story to share, please contact Sarah at 319-842-2165 or 
sarah@bgsod.com. 

Know someone who should subscribe? Have them do so 
here: http://www.bgsod.com/new-index/#newsletters-1 

In This Issue 
• A Brief History of the 

(Blue Grass) Universe

• Fun Facts about BGE


Next Issue 
• Frequently Asked 

Questions

• Spring Green Up

• Information on a New 

Product

The Current BGE Office
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A Brief History of the (Blue Grass) Universe 
In 1969, a man landed on the moon and the first piece of sod 
left our family’s farm! This small step for Blue Grass led to a 
giant leap for three generations of the Loan family. 

Chapter 1: A Small Step 
Prior to 1969, the Loan family farm (then located on Blairs 
Ferry Road out by Palo) was a “normal” Iowa farm with corn, 
soybeans, cattle, and hogs. But in 1966, a local landscape 
contractor approached the Loans asking if we might set aside a 
few acres to grow nursery sod for his use in new developments. 
Little did anyone know that this request would redirect the course of our family’s future. 

It was a slow and ugly start. It took nearly three years to grow the first stand of sod and the final 
product was nowhere near the quality that you have come to expect from Blue Grass. By the time 
the sod was ready for harvest, the contractor didn’t want it anymore. This led the Loans to put an 
ad in the paper that read “Sod for Sale”. Customers were expected to cut it themselves (or we 
would have to rent a sod cutter from a rental company), load it themselves, transport it 
themselves, install it themselves, and call for an appointment because the sod would need to be 
mowed before someone came out and there were other chores to do. 

Chapter 2:  A Giant Leap 
Our company history reads like the book “If You Give a 
Mouse a Cookie”. If we grew sod, customers wanted us to cut 
it. If we cut sod, customers wanted us to deliver it. If we 
delivered sod, customers wanted us to install it. If we installed 
sod, customers wanted us to help them maintain it.  

Year after year, we adapted our business to reflect changes in 
Iowans’ demands and interests, all while teaching ourselves 
how to: run a business, grow sod better, grow sod faster, and 
how to recover from natural disasters like drought, 
tornadoes, and FLOODS. With each challenge came a new 
triumph and let’s face it… We were in love with what we were doing. 

Throughout the 90s and the early 2000s, Cedar Rapids expanded, and so did its impact on the 
local watershed. Our low-lying farm started to experience floods frequently. In 2008, the epic 
flood that devastated the city also left 7’ of water covering our fields and left Mike & Marilyn 
temporarily homeless.  Fortunately, prior to the the flood, the Loans had purchased land near 
Alburnett with a longterm plan to move the entire operation (over 5 years). The flood accelerated 
the “long term plan” and we made the giant leap to our new location in Alburnett.  

Through it all, thank you, dear customer, for your continued support. We love what we do and we 
do what we do because of you!!  And maybe now you are thinking, Wow! What an amazing story! I 
would love to help Blue Grass celebrate their 50th Anniversary! That’s great. Please tell your friends 
and neighbors about us, or consider giving us the gift of a positive review online! You can review 
us on Google, Facebook or Yelp. All reviews help others in the community find our information 
faster when they search for sod, seed, or fertilizer sources in our area. Here’s to 50 more years!

The first BGE Office

The Blairs Ferry BGE Farm c. 1998

http://www.bgsod.com
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 7 Fun Facts 

In the last 50 years, we have grown approximately 4,300 acres of sod. (187,308,000 square feet).  
Here are some fun facts based on this number through different lenses. 

1. In a healthy bluegrass lawn there are six turf plants per square inch (864 turf plants per square foot). This means 
Blue Grass has raised: 161,834,112,000 turf plants in 50 years. That is 22 plants for each person on the face of the 
planet. Which means we have grown 3.67 square inches of sod for each person on the planet. 

2. An acre of grass produces enough oxygen for 64 people a day. So we have created lawns to make enough oxygen for 
275,200 people daily, which is more than the population of Cedar Rapids, Iowa City and Cedar Falls combined. 

3. We have grown enough sod to cover about half the state of Rhode Island.  

4. If you mowed the total area of sod we have grown in the last 50 years with a 48” riding mower at an average speed of 
3.3 mph for 8 hours a day, it would take you 391 days to mow the area we have grown. 

5. To cover 4,300 acres of sod, we have cut 33,715,440 pieces (40”) in length, which 
results in a linear footage of 112,609,570 (which is 21,328 miles). This is roughly the 
equivalent of driving from New York to San Francisco nearly 10 times. It is also 
longer than the Pan American Highway (pictured right) or 86% of the length of the 
equator.  

6. Each pallet of sod weighs about 1,500 pounds. Total, the sod we have harvested 
weighs approximately 624,304,500 pounds, which is the equivalent to 48,023 
average-sized African Elephants, 19,509 average-sized T-Rexs, 208,101,500 average-
sized rabbits, or 3,169,059 average-sized Americans, (which is more than the 
population of the state of Iowa). 

7. It would take 18,920 semis to transport all of the sod we have grown. If you put all 
of those semis end-to-end, they would create a continuous line for 269 miles which 
is the distance from our current farm to the Bean in Chicago’s Millennium Park. 

Finally, none of these fun facts would have been possible without amazing 
customers like you, who continue to support us through the years.  

Thank you for everything! Here’s to 50 more!

Fact: We have grown 22 
turf plants for each 

person on the face of 
the planet.

Pictured Left: Mike & Sarah coming in from the 
field (Blairs Ferry farm). c. 1988

The Pan American Highway

Fact: If you put all the 
pieces of sod we have 

cut end-to-end, it 
would extend for 

21,328 miles.

http://www.bgsod.com

