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THE TURF TIMES 

Welcome to our newsletter.
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Our goal is to provide accurate, researched information 
to develop and maintain your ideal lawn. 


Each issue contains an article written by Blue Grass 
staff, as well as information from university researchers 
and tips from area experts. This issue contains 
information on repairing dog urine damage, spring 
seeding and a NEW PRODUCT.


Feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions at 
any time. 319-842-2165 or sarah@bgsod.com


Know someone who should subscribe? Have them do 
so here: http://www.bgsod.com/new-index/
#newsletters-1 
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Spring Green-Up & Dog Damage

Happy Spring! 
It’s time to wake up your yard with a dose of 13-13-13 (and gypsum too!)! 
It’s time for the first step of our 4-Step program: 13-13-13. Starter fertilizers like 13-13-13 
contain just enough phosphorus, a nutrient critical  to jumpstart your root system 
development for the year, which will promote spring green-up and help your lawn through 
summer drought conditions. Once the soil temperatures warm up again the phosphorus 
that is in the soil will become available for plant use again, helping you through the warmer 
months if you have good nutrient availability in your soils.


You can put down gypsum (calcium & sulfur) with your 13-13-13. Gypsum repairs salt and 
dog damage by tying up excess salts in the soil from both urine and ice-melt. Gypsum also 
aids in breaking up compacted soils, which increases water and nutrient absorption in the 
soil. Opening the soils increases oxygen content for 
healthy soils which will aid in breaking down thatch which 
will mean fewer required feedings for your lawn.


To Overseed, or Not to Overseed?

It may come as a surprise, but overseeding is not the 
answer to thickening or repairing small spots in your lawn. 
There are several reasons we recommend feeding your 
existing lawn, rather than overseeding. It is important to 
understand that overseeding does not address the root of 
the problem that is causing the thinning in the lawn. 
Usually decline is a result of poor nutrition, insufficient sunlight, or soil compaction issues. 
Overseeding is, at best, a temporary solution to a long term problem.” It is also important 
to remember that if you plan to put down seed this spring, you cannot apply a 
crabgrass preemergent, as it will kill the seedlings. 

If you are planning to overseed this year, 
remember to wait until the optimum soil 
temperatures have been reached (between 45-52 
degrees, depending on the variety of seed). For 
best results, wait until late August to mid-
September, the best time to seed in Iowa.


Mouse Attack!

Here’s an example of common winter damage that 
showed up in our office lawn. A mouse family was 
busy staying warm under a snow drift this winter 
and did some damage. 


No need to panic though! Raking out the dead 
grass and applying 13-13-13 should get us back 
to perfection in no time!

Blue Grass Staff        
Pro Tips: 

Get your mower engines serviced, 
oil changed and your blades 

sharpened this month! Regular 
mowing season is coming.
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NEW: Two Options for a 4 Step Program 
As you all know, crabgrass season is coming! Our regular 4 Step Program is in 
stock and is ready for pick-up any time here at our office! (Saturday morning hours 
begin again the first week of April.) In addition to our regular four-step 
program, we are excited to announce the arrival of a new product. 

A New Year, A New Product 
Over the past two seasons, we have been 
testing a new product and are pleased to offer 
an alternative lawn feeding program based on 
its positive results. To the right you will find a 
suggested feeding schedule and program that 
incorporates this new product, Acelepryn. 

What’s Acelepryn? 
Acelepryn is a “Reduced Risk Insecticide” 
that is now offered as a combination product along with our weed preventer (Dimension) in Step 2.  

What is a “Reduced Risk Insecticide”? 
In response to concerns about the safety of pollinator species over the years, scientists have developed a new class of 
insecticides that are much better at targeting specific species, even if improperly applied. The EPA has created a new 
category called “Reduced Risk Insecticide” for these products. Acelepryn has been university-tested and has shown to 
have no adverse affects to pollinator or earthworm populations. Over the past two years, we have also done tests of our 
own and observed it was at least as effective as our previous insect-control on targeted species, such as white grubs. 

When do I apply it? 
Step 2 now includes both pre-emergent weed control (for crabgrass, foxtail, and some broadleaf weeds) and insect 
protection (for bluegrass billbug, and white grubs, to name a few).  The new Step 2 is active for a four month period of 
time, rather than the three month periods of the old plan. The longer activity of the weed control will help in case of 
another extremely wet year (which caused lots of crabgrass breakthrough 
last season). 

FAQ: I would prefer to not put down any insecticide. What are my 
options? 
No problem. We still carry Step 2 with Dimension (weed control) if you 
prefer to only have weed prevention for your spring application. 

FAQ: I still have some of last year’s insect control (Step 3: Merit). 
What should I do?  
You can still use the Merit you have in your personal inventory. Follow the 
safety instructions of mowing first (to remove any flowers that may attract 
pollinators) and then applying immediately prior to a rain.

Give the Gift of a Positive Review: 
We work hard to help our customers. Now 
we need your help to improve our online 
presence! The more reviews we have, the 
higher we appear in search results online. 
We are on Google, Facebook, Yelp and 
Houzz for your reviewing pleasure!  

Thank you!

Application Timing Product

Step 1 Mid March to Early April 13-13-13

Step 2 Late April to Late May
32-0-5 w/ Dimension & 

Acelepryn

Step 3 June to July 13-13-13

Step 4 Sept. to October 20-0-8 w/ Q3
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