
Blue Grass Enterprises Newsletter Issue 37 June 6, 2019

THE TURF TIMES 

Welcome to our newsletter!
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Our goal is to provide accurate, researched 
information to develop and maintain your ideal lawn.  

Each issue contains an article written by Blue Grass 
staff, as well as information from university 
researchers and tips from area experts. This issue 
contains tips for recovering from root rot and an 
explanation for why grass seeds don’t match what is 
in your lawn.  

Feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions at 
any time. 319-842-2165 or sarah@bgsod.com 

Know someone who should subscribe? Have them do 
so here: http://www.bgsod.com/new-index/
#newsletters-1 

In This Issue 
• Step 3 Reminders

• Mower Damage 

Recovery and Root 
Rot


• Why Don’t Seeds 
Match?


Next Issue 
• Cultural Practices for a 

Healthy Lawn

• Moles & Voles
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It’s Been Wet 
And Some of Us May Have Damage that Looks 
Like this in Our Lawns…  

We totally get it. It rained and rained and 
rained and rained and rained and we only had 
about 47 minutes (total) this spring that were 
dry enough to mow!  

So this means lots of us may have gone out 
and mowed while there was still heavy water 
saturation in the lawns… and now we may 
have spots that look like this.  

So how do we help our plants recover?  

1. Make sure your mower deck is clean of clumps of clippings for your next mowing. 
2. Rake up any areas that are heavily mudded down. 
3. Mow in a different direction/pattern than what was previously done. 
4. Feed the lawn with 13-13-13 to help it perk back up. 

And remember, don’t bag your clippings! 

Why Doesn’t the Seed I bought from ____ Match? 
A few weeks ago I received this photo with the question: Will my lawn ever match? 

This customer had work done in his lawn and the company used our sod 
(dark green) to patch the area. As you can see, he had an existing lawn that 
didn’t come from our farm. The short answer is: No. These grasses will 
never match even though they are all Kentucky bluegrass plants. 

The reason why they will not match is the same reason why planting silver maples next to crimson 
maples, or Norwegian maples, will not cause the trees to magically match each other. They are 
different cultivars of plants within the species of “maple”. Grasses behave the same way. The Kentucky 
bluegrass species has over 350 cultivars that all grow at different heights, textures, colors, green-up-
speeds, etc. I have included some photos from a seed production facility where you can see test plots 
of cultivars planted next to each other so you can see these differences.  

Long story short, introducing seed into your existing lawn can result in interesting results!
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Do you know a group 
or a business who 

might be interested 
in a private tour of 
Blue Grass? Have 

them contact me at 
sarah@bgsod.com or 
319-842-2165 to set 

up their tour!

Review Us, Please! 
We work hard to help our customers. 
Now we need your help to improve our 
online presence! The more reviews we 
have, the higher we appear in search 
results online. We are on Facebook, Yelp 
and Houzz for your reviewing pleasure! 

Mushrooms are coming! 
Believe it or not, mushrooms are a good thing. 
They are a sign of healthy bacteria in your lawn 
breaking down old organic materials like old 
stumps. Don’t worry about them and don’t 
spray them. If they are unsightly to you or you 
fear touching them, simply mow them down.

Reminder: It’s Time to Pick Up Step 3 
If you are doing our 4 Step Program, it’s time to pick up your grub control application! 

As a reminder, if you are doing our 3 Step Program, you have already applied insect control for the 
year. If you are doing our 4 Step Program, it’s time to apply insect control! 

Great Resource Alert! 
Our friends at Iowa State Extension Office have created a calendar that may interest you! 

We were thrilled to receive an email from our friends at the Iowa State Extension office informing 
us that they have created a basic “Turfgrass Management Calendar” that may be of interest to our 
customers. It includes a helpful overview of any entire season of care, from mowing to weed control.  
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Product/
4383 

Additionally, while poking around their 
websites, I stumbled across a helpful 
guide for diagnosing various critter 
damage in your lawn as well. If anything, 
this resource is just an informative piece 
that can help you identify some of your 
wildlife neighbors. Enjoy! 
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